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BT JOHN GULP. 

Oar surplus stocks of real commodities will do 
longer create a demand for the building up and ad- 
Tanoement of onr present system. Their plenti- 
ousness refuse any longer to demand their traffic 
in passing by the way of our merchants into the 
erection of houses of merchandise and the building 
of railroads, &c, for we have already an excess in 
this kind of property, all of which eventually will 
be vacated. 

It was by the tightest rubbing at times that we 
have managed to get our system along so far over 
the depressions attending it since the era of inven- 
tions. But fortune attended our system in the 
business of building houses of merchandise, by the 
intervening occasions, opening gold mines in the 
west, war, famine and failure of crops in the old 
countries and the great rebellion in our country. 

Excessive stocks of the real commodities of life 
will vanish in a very short time in the cases or oc- 
casions of failures ; and very much sooner in the 
oase of war. Why ? Because in the case of fail- 
ures the demand is only created in the real necess- 
ities of life, while in that of war the demand for 
the occasional commodities are created as well as 
in that of the real, and therefore a brisk trade is 
the result. In the same degree that occasional de- 
mand in trade is stimulated in this instance like- 
wise is it stimulated in that of improving a new 
country. Therefore if these instances cause the 
life of our traffic then the nonoccurrence of these 
things means death to our system of traffic. It is 
fearful for oar system of traffic when onr real com- 
modities pile upon our hands and the demand for 
them to cease. But it is fatal to our system for 
the occasional demand to cease. Oar present sys- 
tem of traffic is created almost entirely upon that 
part which we term the occasional demand. 

Have we ever thought of it that the present oc- 
casions that have made up our great system of 
traffic range in their recurring demand all the way 
in spaces of time between five years and never? A 
sewing machine and a reaping machine will last 
from five to twenty years, owing to the care of 
them. Good buildings kept in proper repair will 
last from 50 to 300 years. Railroad beds, turn- 
pikes and canals are not subject to decay and 
therefore never require reconstruction. 

All these things we class as occasional demand 
and may be summed up and declared that our 
monstrous system of traffic was created by reason 
of the knowledge of inventions and the occasion of 
improving a vast territory of unused land which 
system formed itself by establishing manufactories 
in the east and railroads being built into the un- 
used territory. All along these lines were estab- 
lished houses of merchandise to exchange produce 
and raw material for manufactured material. But 
now since the demands have been supplied that 
the improvement of unused land have occasioned, 
it will follow that all the traffic that has been in- 
duced by this occasion will have to cease, and 
those manufacturing and great houses of merchan- 
dise that have been reared only for the occasion of 
improving this unused territory will be closed. 

Then think of it how foolish and without fore- 
thought, it will turn out that we have acted. 
The object in manufactories, and railroads, and 
towns, waB the improving and peopleing unused 
land. But instead of us improving the gift of 
Gcd, unused land, we went to rearing great man- 
ufacturing establishments that cover acres of 
ground a thousand miles away from this land, and 
then all along the railroad lines we sunk deep the 
foundations of our houses of merchandise, and 
reared high and costly walls and magnificent 
dwellings in order to furnish supplies to farmers to 
improve unused land. Nay, it is better said in or- 
der to describe our monstrous artificial system, 
when we say, that we have been stacking homes 
on piles without even a garde nepot attached ; every- 
body haviug forgotten how that an honorable liv- 
ing may be attained, as well as the duty to try to 
make all happy, and have later on taken to a wild 
thought of speculation through the transitory de- 
mand that the improvement of unused land has af- 
forded, and therefore humanity by these dull times, 
unaware of what may be before us, move into those 


artificial and unnatural centres, no doubt to aug- 
ment the trouble that is coming in our civilization. 

Nay, it is still better stated when we say that 
our system has built mansions to be inhabited by 
owls and bats and all other kind of hideous crea- 
tures, that we might adorn the gift of God with a 
hut, (comparing farm-houses with the dwellings of 
merchants and kings.) And as soon as under the 
present system of things, the modern circle of 
civilizations produces more than what will bo con- 
sumed within that circle, then in violence will come 
the doleful end prophesied of by the propheU and 
apostles. 

Then will we not only see and hear of the "crafts- 
man of whatsoever craft he be," (Rev. 18 : 22,) 
complaining and stretching forth their hand ■> for! 
labor in order to keep the wolf away front the 
door, hat merchants and groat men will begin to 
feel the pressure, for when we have dragged far 
enough, as we are now doing and the spirit* of 
men, under the slavish toils of onr present sy»*om 
begin to fail and get very low, a change may co ne, 
and our present surplus stocks of bread-sin ff 
which we are so anxious to reduce may be folio u .d, 
in consequence of violence, by a terrible famine. 
Rev. 18 : 8. Had we not better take warning in 
time ? But it is evident that the kings and mer- 
chants will bold on to the legal rights this system 
grants them and fight the dispossessed, while the 
dispossessed will declare that this system has rob- 
bed them of their rights and fight the rich, and it 
might be predicted from the way tbat things ap- 
pear in the prophesies and the nature of issues at 
present, and advanced times in enlightenment, 
tbat they who take the sword must perish by the 
sword ; that in these issues the people who believe 
in the sword will fight one another as long as they 
can find one another ; that we will fight the last 
battle that ever will be engaged in carnally. 

.Warrensburg, Mo. 
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nent writer. "Did universal chanty prevail, earth 
would be a heaven and hell a fable." Then let 
charity be our guidiug star and rely upon it. The 
great Jehovah will look upon us with delight, heav- 
en will rejoice, angels smile, devils weep and hell 
will be moved. 
Vtnco. Pa. 
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Judgment. 


BT J. W. SMODBE. 
Of all the precepts of our Savior none are vio- 
lated so often as the command, not to assume the 
station of judge. Terence of Carthage pictured the 
true disposition of humanity in his poem on 
judgment : 

"The nature of mankind Is such, 
To see end judge of the affuit* of others, 

Much better than their own." 
Human nature is ever disposed to improperly 
meddle with the affairs of otheis, and to weigh all 
their supposed motives and actions in a false bal- 
ance. The professor of religion is often occupying 
a very conspicuous position as judge, delighted to 
associate with busy-bodies, meddlers, tattlers, the 
jealous, the envious, the inquisitive and the re- 
vengeful. They have the hump of curiosity large- 
ly developed, and being destitute Of the faculties 
of caution and self-respect, they make a desperate 
effort to dip their spoons in the soup dish of their 
neighbors uninvited and without decency, or 
courtesy. True, they sometimes get badly scalded. 
"The great misfortune arising from a disposition 
to judge others, and meddle with their affairs, con- 
sists in its being void of genuine philanthrophy, 
Seldom do we have an intrusion for good, but the 
contrary. Men and women who are busy bodies, 
delight to gather the faults and mistakes of their 
neighbors and pamper them to an enormous size, 
throw them on the market, and astonish every one. 
Devils blush and angels weep over such a dispo- 
sition as this. It is the destroyer of reputation, 
the murderer of innocence. Its terrible influence 
is felt in all the avecnes of life. In the pale of the 
church and in the family circle, its miasma is in- 
fused, and its scorpion lashes are felt by the minis- 
ter, farmer, statesman, &c. Nay, more female 
character, basking in the sunshine of innocence, 
has often been withered, blighted and ruined, by 
its foul breath. Let each reader of this article ex- 
amine and eee if this disposition and propensity so 
deeply rooted in humanity is exercising an influ- 
ence over bis or her mind. If so banish it from 
your bosom, cultivate charity, forgiveness, for- 
bearance and all the virtues tbat adorn our race. 
Cultivate your own minds, correct your own faults, 
think evil of no one, apeak no evil of others. 
"Judge not" It has been remarked by an emi- 


Chareh UoTerntnent, 

It is not my intention to tell any greatV tilings 
about church government. On this question the 
world from age to age has been wonderfully divid- 
ed. The government of the Tunker Brethren 
church under Peter Becker, from 1723 to 1730 I 
think was decidedly congregational 

It appears that in 1730 Alexander Mack ap- 
pointed Martin Urner, of Chester county, Pa., 
Bishop over all the churches. A question here 
arises, did he consult Peter Becker and the Breth- 
ren at Germantown or did he not '{ It does not 
seem likely that he did. In 1742 Martin 'Urner 
made the first appointment for a large meeting. 
And the question still remains, did he consult 
Peter Becker and the brethren at Germantown 
or did he not ? It does not oeem likely that he 
did. It will further he a question, did Martin 
Urner make the first appointment for a large meet- 
ing or did he not? I think he did. The Ephrata 
Chronicle leaves ub under that impression. The 
Ephrata Chronicle, says, page 23, that Peter Beck- 
er spoke to those who were baptized in Lancaster 
county. Pa., Nov. 12th, 1824, in about the follow- 
words: 

"You can now among yourselves keep house as 
best you can. The better you will get along, the 
better we will be satisfied. Since you together 
make out a small church. You are not to be 
bound to ub, since we prove without are too far 
separated. Therefore we advise you, that you, 
among yourselves, keep honse as from day to day 
will be necessary. We have no pope to rule over 
you, but leave you over to the grave of God, which 
must give increase to all things. 

I never learned at what time or when Peter 
Becker was baptized, but he died in 1758, in the 
72nd year of his age, and consequently was born 
in about 1686, 22 years before the brethren church 
was fouuded in Germany some one calls P. B. an 
innocent branch of the root of Hochenan of Hoch- 
man, from whence he moved to Crcylett. 

Obed Snowbeagbb. 

Quinoy, Pa. 

Take The Safest Path. 
A father tells us how he once started alone to 
climb a steep and perilous hill, purposely choosing 
a time when bis children were at play, and when 
he thought they would not notice his absence. He 
waa climbing along a precipitous .path, when he 
wasstartled by hearing a little voice shout, "Father, 
take the safest path, for I am following you." On 
looking down he saw that his little boy had follow- 
ed him and was already in danger, and he trembled 
lest the child's feet should slip before he could get 
to him and grasp his warm little hand. "Years 
have passed since then," he writes, "but though 
the danger has passed, the little fellow's cry has 
never left me. It taught me a lesson, the full of 
which I had never known before. It showed me 
the power of our unconscious influence, and I saw 
the terrible possibility of our leading those around 
us to ruin without intending or knowing it; and 
the lesson I learned that morning I am anxious 
to impress upon all to whom my words may come." 
— Archdeacon Farrar. 


tJood to Go Some On. 
A lady had a favorite text which she frequently 
repeated, and which was included in a collection 
she used for daily help : "Fear thou not, for I am 
with thee ; be not dismayed, for I am thy God : I 
will strengthen thee : yea, I will uphold thee by 
the right hand of my righteousness." On the 
morning of the day she died it was repeated by 
her bedside with the remark that it was the text 
for the day, when she looked up amid her pain and 
said: "Is that the text for today? and on being 
informed that it was, she replied, "Oh, then, I 
will just go home on that" A very good text for 
the Christian to go home on indeed. — Christian 
Standard, 
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